
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 2/11/2019 
REGULAR MEETING 
JANUARY 14, 2019 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Ordiway, Miss. Hibbard, Mr. Brown, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Lasher and Mr. Williams.  
ABSENT:  Mr. Zwick & Cindy Fruchey 
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich – Chief of Police, Liza Kusnier- Deputy Treasurer and Josy 
Medina – Clerk  
 
VISITORS: Arlene Pesik, Carl Chalker, Karl Heckman, Jennings West, Dan Brown, Kohl Brown. 
 
AGENDA:  Mayor Lasher requested additional items to the agenda.  1. After agenda approving excuse for Mr. Zwick and 2.  
Under new business discussion on if we want to put out RFP’s for the audit.  Our current contract expires after this year.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to approve the amended agenda as requested. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to approve the absence of Mr. Tim Zwick from the next few 
Council meetings until his health improves due to a medical issue. 
   MOTION CARRIED  
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing & 
Regular meeting held on December 10, 2018 as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED  
CHECK REGISTRY:  Questions were asked regarding vendors and how the funds are paid out within the different departments.   
 
Ms. Perrien asked if Mr. Passmore had received the thumb drive form Elite pipe.  Mr. Passmore replied no but that he would 
contact the vendor and request it.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to accept the check registry for 
the period of December 8, 2018 thru January 11, 2019 as printed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
1.  Mr. Jennings West, Secretary for the OMESA Board and a Trustee on Ovid Township informed the Council that recently the 
OMESA Board had gone over the budget and found that they are going to be in need of some equipment like turn out gear etc., 
so this puts them short of $56,000.  Therefore, he asked that whatever the City could consider contributing out of their 
Emergency Service Funds that they collect would be helpful.   
 
2.  Mr. Dan Brown informed the Council that he had a large leak in one of his properties.  The water went into the ground in his 
crawl space so he requests, relief on the sewer line to his average.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, 
second by Mr. Brown to adjust the sewer line to Mr. Browns, average on the invoice for the recent bill as requested.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
POLICE:  Chief reported all is going well.  He also reported that they had and are working three cases of Breaking and Entering.  
He also requested that he be able to donate out of his budget $250 toward the Metro Narcotics unit.  This is something that we 
have done in the past 4 years or so.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Williams to 
authorize the Chief to spend $250 to the Metro Narcotics Unit and to allow the Clerk to release the check after processing. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
DPW:  Mr. Passmore reported that all has been going well and that the mixer has been taken in to see if it is repairable.  We 
should find out soon.  The High service pump has been repaired and our backup replacement is not here yet.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Williams to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW reports as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Mayor Lasher presented a resolution to set the Date, Time and Location of the City of Ovid’s Council meetings for 2019.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to adopt resolution #2019-2 as presented and the Clerk took roll call 
as follows; YEAS:  Miss. Hibbard, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Williams and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  
Mr. Zwick. 
   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 



2.  Mayor Lasher presented to the Council the information on the resolution 2019-1 titled Poverty Exemptions Guidelines.  This 
is a process that we will be doing every year.  This information is provided to us by our Assessor.  Discussion was held.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to adopt resolution #2019-1 as presented.  Roll Call was taken as 
follows:  YEAS:  Mr. Brown, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  
Mr. Zwick. 
   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 
3.  Mayor Lasher announced that Ms. Fruchey has made the decision to retire effective January 19, 2019.  She currently, is on 
vacation.  So, his recommendation is that we hire within.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second 
by Mr. Ordiway to appoint Liza Kusnier as the newly, appointed Treasurer effective January 20, 2019.     
   MOTION CARRIED 
Mayor Lasher asked Ms. Kusnier if she would be willing to accept the position of City Treasurer.  Ms. Kusnier replied Yes.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked the Council what the thoughts were regarding if we want to hire at a full time or part time status person to 
take the position of Deputy Clerk/Treasurer/Clerical.  Discussion was held and it was suggested that we put an ad out with the 
deadline to receive resume’s and applications by January 30, 2019.  There was discussion on the idea to have the wage listed as 
negotiable depending on the experience of the applicant.  Further discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, 
second by Mr. Ordiway to advertise for the position of Deputy Clerk/Treasurer/Clerical with the salary range of $12 to $14 
per hour based on experience and skills of the applicant.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
4.  Mayor Lasher asked Ms. Kusnier what is it we need to do to implement signature changes on all of our bank accounts.   
 
Ms. Kusnier replied that all the Banks just need minutes that reference a motion that we are to remove Cindy Fruchey effective 
January 20, 2019 from all accounts and put the new Treasurer’s name Liza Kusnier on all accounts and then redo signature 
cards for all accounts.  Huntington Bank was the only one that gave us a resolution.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made 
by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Williams to remove Ms. Fruchey’s name from all accounts effective January 20, 2019 and add 
Liza Kusnier to all accounts along with the signatures to be the Treasurer, Clerk, Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
Mayor Lasher asked if the Mayor was to be named the Public Official on the resolution?  Ms. Kusnier replied that she would 
assume so.  Discussion was held and A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss. Hibbard to adopt the resolution from 
Huntington Bank and to authorize the Mayor to sign the Huntington Bank resolution to open & maintain the account and 
Treasurer, Clerk, Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem to sign the signature page. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
5.  The Mayor informed the Council that Ms. Dobski has resigned and will remain until the end of the month if need be.  
Discussion was held on how to proceed.  Ms. Medina reported that she had already placed an ad in the classifieds this past 
week and we have already received four (4) applications.  Further, discussion was held.   A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, 
second by Mr. Brown to advertise and fill the part time custodian position effective by the end of the month or sooner if 
possible.   
   MOTION CARRIED  
6.  Mayor Lasher presented the list for Board/Commissions and Committees for the Council for review and discussion.  
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Ordiway to approve the list of Boards / Commissions 
and Committee’s as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
7.  Discussion was held on the need for WiFi to be installed in Boyer Park and the Village Square formerly known as the Gazebo 
property.  Ms. Kusnier explained that she had done some research and Day Starr could install it and that she had spoken with 
another source out of St. Johns and that he offered more options but at a higher cost.   
 
Ms. Perrien asked if there would be a monthly fee on top of I. T. Rights quote to install?  Ms. Kusnier replied that there would 
be a monthly fee with Day Starr because they are our internet provider.  The monthly fee will be $50.00.  the reason why we 
decided on this option was because we didn’t want to tie into the City’s WiFi for security reasons.  Discussion was held and no 
action was taken on this at this time. 
 
8.  Mayor Lasher presented to the board a resolution titled Redevelopment Communities.  MEDC started this program several 
years ago.  What this is for is that if we ever decide to apply for a MEDC grant we need to be involved with this program.  
Further discussion was held.  A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Williams to adopt resolution #2019-4 as 
presented.  Roll call was taken as follows:  YEAS:  Miss Hibbard, Mr. Brown, Mr. Ordiway, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Mr. Zwick. 



   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 
9.  Mayor Lasher presented to the Council a list for 2019 street repaving project.  Discussion was held.  No action taken. 
10.  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that the current contract with SK&T Firm will be expiring after the completion of the 
2018 audit.  The question is do we want to sign a one-year contract with SK&T/Manner Costerisan or do we want to send out 
RFP for the next 3 years.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss Hibbard to put out an RFP 
for the City’s audit for the period of 2019 -2021. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
11.  Mayor Lasher presented to the Council resolution #2019-03 to authorize the Mayor or Mayor Pro-Tem to contact the City 
Attorney to start process of prosecuting a blight violation if needed.  Discussion was held and no action was taken at this time.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1.  Mayor Lasher asked if anyone had any questions regarding the proposed ordinance #137 that has been out for public review 
the last month.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to adopt ordinance #137 as 
presented.  Roll call was taken as follows:  YEAS:  Mr. Ordiway, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Mr. Zwick. 
   ORDINANCE ADOPTED. 
The Ordinance will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 
2.  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that there was a typo made on the cover page of the 2019 Budget under the revenue 
line in the Emergency service budget.  It was approved as $76,721.00 and it should be $76,271.00.  Discussion was held.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to amend the cover page of the 2019 Budget under the revenue line 
in the Emergency service budget as discussed. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that Carriage Days is wanting permission to do a Casino Trip fundraiser in 
April.  Mayor Lasher asked the Clerk if she had received a response from the attorney.   
 
Ms. Medina not responded yet.   
 
Miss Hibbard asked why are we asking advice from our attorney? 
 
Ms. Medina replied that because the Committee is classified as a 501 (c) 4 (Non-profit) we don’t know if we are able to 
technically, donate public funds to them and that would include liability coverage that the City currently pays for.  In speaking 
with Mr. Decker, he stated that It probably would be okay for this event by going forward we need to know if this is permissible 
to do.   
 
Mayor Lasher added that the reason all this came about is because it is an activity that is not on City property therefore other 
requirements are required.   
 
Further discussion was held and since this event will be in April, Mayor Lasher suggests that we wait to see what response from 
the attorney is and it was also, suggested that if the attorney agrees with the practice, that we go ahead with the event. 
 
CEMETERY:  Mayor Lasher asked if the committee could consider lifting the restrictions on location of headstones in section 700 
& 800.  Just look to see if we really need them if so then we leave them as they are written.   
 
Ms. Perrien commented that last month the committee made a recommendation to put out the RFP but Council never took 
action.   
 
Mayor Lasher suggested that the committee get the information to the Clerk by Wednesday so we can put an ad in the paper 
for the Cemetery maintenance.  Discussion was held if they would be hiring a part timer to do the mowing at the cemetery or 
put the RFP out for bids.  A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Miss Hibbard to put an ad out for the RFP for 
Cemetery maintenance (Mowing, Leaf Pickup and Trimming bushes) and the applicants must have insurance.     
   MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was made by Miss Perrien, second by Mr. Ordiway to have Mr. Ordiway contact Ms. Le Peel can place the 
headstone on the plot as long as she replaces the foundation for both at her expense.     
   MOTION CARRIED 



  
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Ordiway to extend the meeting 30 minutes. 
   MOTION CARIED 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that in regards to the addition fund request.  In December the OMESA Board passed the 2019 
budget it is a balanced budget within the budget $61,900 for capital expenses of that $58,500 is for the debt payment on the 
building.  The building is considered a capital expense.  Therefore, the information that Mr. West spoke of tonight was not put 
before in November when they looked at the budget and passed the draft it was not put before the Board in January when they 
passed the budget.  So, the OMESA Board has no knowledge of the information that he presented to us tonight.   
 
OMESA in November asked the entities to contribute their request which was to pay above and beyond the fee for service that 
OMESA charges each entity which is ½ of a mill.  Now Ovid and Middlebury Townships they collect their ½ a mill and keep it in 
their treasurers so they have the money setting there now.  The City of Ovid because of OMESA’s 1.75 on all taxable SEV and 
the Ren Zone is not taxable so the entire amount of the 2.25 mills that we collect is provided to OMESA and in addition we need 
to provide money above and beyond that and that comes from the Special Assessment and that comes from MMPA Ren Zone 
which is being challenged before the State Tax Commission as we speak.  So, the City does not have the ½ mill that they are 
requesting.  The 2019 OMESA Budget is balance and they never spoke of this need for extra funds.  Therefore, his 
recommendation is the City Council deny this request.   
 
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Williams to deny the request for the additional 
funds in the amount of $15,470 for over and above the fee for service.  Five were in favor, One, was opposed and one 
absent. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
Mayor Lasher reported that the building is being occupied and that there possibly will be an open house sometime in the 
spring.   
 
Mr. Brown reported that currently they only have a temporary occupancy until completion of the land scaping.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ms. Perrien asked with Holly being on the Council can she serve as a member of the planning 
Commission.   
 
Mayor Lasher replied that no she can not serve as a member only if she would have been appointed by the Council as their 
representative.  Discussion was held.   
 
Ms. Perrien informed the Council that they will be having their first meeting of the year will be February 4, 2019.  We also are in 
need of members.   
 
Mayor Lasher requested that the Clerk put in the paper a notice that the City is looking for persons interested in the 
development of the City & its properties to serve on the Planning Commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
LIBRARY:  Mayor Lasher reported that Ms. Joyce Bossell has submitted her resignation effective in March as the member at 
large for the Library Board.  Discussion was held.  Mayor Lasher asked that the Clerk place an ad/notice in the paper for said 
position. 
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown presented to the Council the proposed 2019 Budget.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Ordiway, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the two budgets for 2019 that were presented to the Council for CAASA. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 9:22 pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


